Keeping Up With the Joneses
The Gospel Changes People
(Read this or go dump a bucket of coffee on your head)
Surin Baptist Church could be considered a strange place.  Located about 460 kilometers (300 miles) from the capital city of Bangkok, Surin Baptist Church is definitely ‘off the beaten path’.  This region is known for mixing a strong fear of evil spirits (animism), with a traditional, ancient form of Buddhism (Theravada) and creating what is commonly referred to as “Folk Buddhism”.  In other words, the Thai’s here are Buddhist in word, but spirit worshippers in daily life.  

So what happens when Northeastern-Thai-animistic-Buddhists are introduced to the Gospel?  Simple, the Gospel changes people. 

Each day, we strive to see the Gospel change these ‘folk Buddhists’ to Gospel Followers. Most of the time we say we are “church planters” but I recently came across a term I appreciate even more: Gospel Planters.  As we live out the Gospel and plant the Gospel in this region, churches will follow as individuals become followers of Christ and His gospel and seek to live in accordance with the Word of God.  

Let me tell you about some of the changes that happen when Folk Buddhists become Gospel Followers. 

Illustrations of Changed Lives
1) Mr. Lap was saved back in April.  He’s in his early 40’s and in the past 5 years, his mom, his aunt, and his grandfather have all become Believers.  Mr. Lap was baptized shortly after he was saved and attends church and men’s Bible study without fail.  He’s a quiet man but last week he did something unusual in church.  During our Scripture memory time, Mr. Lap raised his hand indicating he’d like to recite the verses he’d memorized that week. It was his very first time to participate in Scripture memory.  He quietly stood and perfectly recited not one, not two, not even three verses from the passage, but eighteen verses word perfect! I guess we forgot to tell him he only had to memorize a couple of verses so he just memorized the entire chapter. The Gospel is changing this man from the inside out.  
2) Thailand is considered to be an ‘oral society’ meaning that most Thai’s are able to read, but they prefer to learn through oral methods.  Most ‘experts’ believe that Thai’s don’t learn through lectures or reading on their own, but what happens when the Gospel enters an oral society?  The Gospel changes people.  Grandma Euan is probably close to 75 years old and she’s been a follower of Christ for many years now.  Recently, I was impressed by this poor, uneducated, rural grandma as she stood and perfectly quoted a handful of verses from a passage she had been meditating on.   
3) One of the great difficulties facing missionaries in any part of the world is starting churches that ‘fit’ and can be reproduced in the host society.  In Thailand, the more a church looks like a North American church, the less likely it is to be reproducible by Thai leaders.  An unfortunate byproduct that occurs when missionaries fail to acknowledge this fact is DEPENDANCY.  The nationals wait for funds from the States to meet their needs for buildings and salaries.  But what happens when the Gospel confronts a Thai congregation that struggles with dependency?  The Gospel changes people.  

--Without going into a great deal of detail, one three occasions over the past few weeks, members of the local church here in Surin have decided that they don’t want to be dependant on the Jones family, they want to be a blessing to the Jones family instead!  You can’t imagine how surprised we were then they quietly approached us after church and gave us money.  That just doesn’t happen in Thailand!  That’s the Gospel changing people.  
Story after story could be told about the Gospel changing people here in Surin, Thailand.  Personally, if I only look at what’s happening right here, right now, today, then I often miss the big picture of how the Gospel is changing people.  It’s like seeing a still-shot picture from a movie and trying to understand the whole movie from that one frame.  When I ‘zoom out’, I’m reminded clearly that the Gospel changes people and it’s happening all around me.  
Wherever you are and whatever you’re doing, don’t forget to notice that the Gospel is changing people all around you and God wants to use you to help bring about that change!  
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*Please continue to pray that God will continue to use His Word to change lives here in Thailand.  

*Please pray for the salvation of David, William and Sissy who have been attending our services here for the last few month.  David is British and his two children (William and Sissy) are half-Thai.  All three are very interested in understanding the Gospel and are searching for the Truth.

*Please pray as we begin to seek a furlough vehicle to use next year in the States.  We are in need of a Suburban/Expedition sized vehicle for our family.  Anyone interested in selling one, please let me know.
